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AUBURN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OPENS 2005/2006 SEASON WITH A TRIUMPH 

Auburn, WA, October 17, 2005: The Auburn Symphony Orchestra launched its 2005/2006 

season last weekend with a spectacular rendition of Dimitri Shostakovitch’s Symphony No. 11 

“The Year 1905”.  The 72-member professional orchestra, led by conductor and ASO co-founder 

Stewart Kershaw, gave a flawless performance, playing seamlessly for 65 minutes to a riveted 

audience. 

 

There was a standing ovation but no encore as Kershaw, who is also music director of Seattle's 

Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra, wanted to leave the audience with the climax of this amazing 

work ringing in their ears.  An audience member was overheard to say that it was "the most 

superb concert I've ever heard in my life.  I was moved to tears."  Another called it fabulous and 

outstanding, and wished she could go to every musician and thank them personally.  

 

According to Kershaw, this symphony is not played very often as it is extremely difficult; 

challenging both in terms of length and intensity.  It requires a large orchestra, including five 

percussionists and three harps.  “Only two of the musicians had previously played the piece so 

this became an immense experience for everybody else in the orchestra who was discovering this 

work for the first time,” Kershaw said.  “The sense of excitement on stage was palpable.” 

 

At the pre-concert lecture Kershaw explained that his inspiration to play this piece came from a 

visit to St. Petersburg last year, where the massacre of a 1,000 serfs on which the symphony is 

based took place 100 years ago in the huge square in front of the Winter Palace.   

 

The concert, part of the City of Auburn’s Arts Commission’s Bravo! Series, was introduced with 

Franz Schubert’s Symphony No. 8 “The Unfinished”. 
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Each season the ASO auditions aspiring young musicians from local schools to play with the 

orchestra.  At this concert Margaret Shelton (16), a junior at Bellarmine Prep, Tacoma, was 

selected to join the Harp section. 

 

Next symphony performances are February 18 & 19 and April 29 & 30, 2006 at the Auburn 

Performing Arts Center.  Further information is available at www.auburnsymphony.org.  On 

January 21, ASO’s new Chamber Ensemble will play its first concert for strings with pieces from 

Beethoven, Debussy, and Schumann at the Auburn Mountainview High School auditorium.  Its 

second chamber concert will be on May 21. 

 
### 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Auburn Symphony Orchestra (www.auburnsymphony.org) was born in 1996 on a cocktail 

napkin conceptualized by Stewart Kershaw, music director of Seattle's Pacific Northwest Ballet 

Orchestra (PNB), and Josie Emmons Turner, then cultural director for the City of Auburn.  Its 

purpose was to provide professional musicians from the PNB’s orchestra and related 

organizations an opportunity to perform on stage.  It is a fully professional orchestra, now 

comprised of more than 60 musicians from the PNB, Northwest Chamber Orchestra, Northwest 

Sinfonietta and Seattle Opera.  It is conducted by co-founder Stewart Kershaw and is managed 

by a Board of committed music lovers.  The ASO currently presents three programs a season, 

two in collaboration with the City of Auburn’s Arts Commission’s Bravo! Series, and with 

sponsorship support from Boeing.  Performances are held at the Auburn Performing Arts Center 

and free educational lectures are provided pre-performance.  In January 2006, ASO will launch a 

Chamber Ensemble with the intention of presenting at least two Chamber concerts a year. 

 


